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hereby instructed, to procure kcw for all the desk · h 
at.e, which are not provided with kevs 81n t e Sen-

Adoptcd. · · 
Mr . .Allen i•reseuted the petition of the heirs of Je&ae W 

son, decea~ed; referred t~ the committ.ec on Public Lands at. 
On motion. of Mr. Gumn, tlie Senate ndjourned until.! 

morrow morning, nt 8 o'clock. o-

' TUE8DA y' July 8th, 1856. 
Th.c Senate was called to order l)y the President, pursuan' 

to4ldJoumment-praycr by the C'haplain-roll called-quorum 
present, 

The Journal of yesterday wai> rend aud adopted. 
Mr. Lott moved the appointment of a committee of time 

to act with n committee from the House, to inform the Gover· 
nor that the the HonscA were l'eady to proceed to l)Usiness-
carried. · 
· Mcs~n1. Lott, Hord au1l Russt>ll , were awointetl the com· 
mittee. 

Mr. Grime" presented the petition of Jacob H. Shephard; 
referred to the commit.tee on Prirntc Lancl Claims, No. 2. 

Mr. 'l\rcculloch presented the 11ctition of Henry B. King; re
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims1 No. 2. 

Mr. Pirkey presented the petition of J. H. Smyther; refer· 
red to tho committee on Privnte Land Claims, No. 1. 

Mr. Tl\ylor of Fanniu, ]>resented the petition of Samuel S. 
Washburn·~ hC'irA; r<.'frnecl h1 the committee on Privat1l Land 
Claims, No. 2. 

Mr. Taylor of Hou~tou, prcscn1~d the memorial of the mem
bers of the County Court of Houston county, in refere~~e to 
marks and Brands; referred to the committee o~ theJudic11 

Mr. Taylor of Fannin, presented the memorial of Am01~ Morris; referred to the rommittce on Private Land aiI!lB, 

·~ fi Mr. Scott presented the petition of James H. Battle; re er· 
red to the committee 011 State .Affairs. . touio 

Mr. MaYcrick presented tbc Jle~ition of ~rsncISCO An laiJDI, 
de Los Rios: referred to tl1c committee on Private Land C 
No. 2. , . :.,,...rJ 

th · · f the citp.\>-
Mr. Martin mornd to take up c petition ° . on Colll" 

Limestone county, and r~-rcfcr it ~o the comllllttce 
ties and County Boundaries. Carried. · UU1de by 

Mr. Allen introduced a bill to legalize sorveys 



ty and District ~urveyors; reacl let and 2nd time8, and re-
re:d to the committee on Publi? Land. . • . . 

Mr Flanaaa.n introduced a " bill for the rebet oi the heirs 
or J~hn B. Ada~ ~nd Ann Adnt?st and a bill for the ~elief 
r the heirs of William McFIMl.dm, read let and 2nd.tunes, 

:nd referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 
Mr Taylor of Cass, introduced a "bill for the relief of G. 

w. i. Haynes; read let and 2.nd times and referred to the 
committee on Private Lancl Cla.uns, No. 2. 

A message was received from the Hou.;e informing the Sen
ate of the appointment af a. committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Locke Thompsonland Arnold, to act with a like committee 
&om the Senate, in informing the Governor that the two Hou
ses are ready to proceed to business. 

ORDERS OF THE D.AY. 
Re110rt of the Judiciary committei: on a Joint resolution 

proposing an amendment to the Constitution; read ancl on mo
tion of Mr. Armstrong, laid on the t.a.blc. 

A message was received from tho Ilouse informing the Sen
ate of the election of the following gentlemen /l.fJ officers of 
that body, for tho llresent r!C!lsion: 

Hugh Haynie, chief clerk; Tho1>. P. Ochiltree, lat u.ssist
ant clerk; W. L. Chalmers, 2ncl ns!!istant clerk; Chas. Coney, 
Engrossing clerk; B. E. Roper, Enrolling clerk; W. B. Mc
Shiin, Sargeant-at-arms; T. B. Plo.stcrs, nssista.nt Sargennt-at
ldTillB; Nathan ·weaver, <loorkeeper; ThoR. Melton, assistant 
oorkeeper; Robert Cotter, Messenger. 
Report of the commitiee on Private Land Claims, No. I, 

on a " bill for the relief of Rufus E. Campbell; rea.cl. 
th Mbr: Caldwell moved the reconsideration of the bill-JJost; 
e ~ read 2nd time, and ordered to be engrossed. 
A htll for the relief of the heirs of Early Robbins with the 

:~:._of the committee on Private Land Claims, No. l; read 
mue. 

6:e Se~ate then ref used to engross the bill. 
lllent:0~0\fi1 Mr. Whi~er, the vote refusing the engroa .. 

On . e , was reconsidered. 
lllent ~otion ?f Mr. Palmer, the vote ordering the engroaaw 
COll\dere!f e bill for ~he relief of Rufus E. Campbell, waa re· 

0 . and the bill, recommitted. 

heira11~°i0n1 ofR:Mr .. ~taker, the "bill iir the relief of the 
ar Y obbme, was also recommitted. 
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A bill to pwyido for the publication 1>f a new ·map f T 
aa; read 2nd time, and on motion of Mr. Caldwell 0 fi ered:t· 
to comruittce 011 the J udiciarv. re er 

A bil} [or the relief of. th~ heirs of. Evan Reid, deceased· 
read 2~ time~ and on •;iotiou of Mr. Hill, laid on the table. 1 

A hill !or the rehef of tho heirs of Christo11her Coats· 
read 2nd time und onhm::<l to be cngrqssed. 1 

~Ir. I-'otl, ~hairnuu~ of the con;mittce on the part of the 
Senn.tc, R.pporntecl to mform the Governor of readiness of the 
Senate a.ud !Iou1>0 to proceed to busine10s reported that the 
committee had performed that cluty. ' 

A bill rer1uiriug the Commissioner of the Gene1·al Land Of. 
fice, to issue n laud certificate to .James !IIcDonald; reatl 2d 
time, nnd ordered to l>e engrossed. · 

A hill to provide for the safe keeping of the Libraries of 
the Supreme Con11:: a.~ the several branches thereof; read 2nd 
time. 

On motion of Mr. 11'ln.na.gnn, the hhuk in the 3d section was 
filled, by inserting $100; the lJill wns then ordered to be en-
grossed. ' . 

A bill for tho rolief of Uiohurd Alclcrnon; re:i.cl 2nd time, 
and on motion of Mr. Scott, lnid on tlw tn.blc. 
• A !Jill for the relief of Stcphrn D. 1Ruiney; together with 
the report of the cornmittce on PriY;:te J,and Cla!m~, No.1-
Withdrnwn hy l\Ir. •ruylor of 1«'1rnnm, by per1msS1on of the 
Senate. • .. 

On motion nC. l\Ir. Tuylor of l~~nnin1 it bill fgr the re~~f of 
Richard Alrlcrron WU'i lt\kcn up uud onlbred to be engtoased. 

A bill lo au end nn net, cnt.itlcd n1.1 :Act to incprporate tho 
'l'cxas ;\lonumcntul committee: rend 2nd time. 
• On motion of Mr. Taylo1· l)f Ca.s' the hill was referred to 
the committee 011 tlic ,JuUicin.ry'._ 1 . . . 

20
d 

A 1¥Il fwr tlrn ml)ef of the h.em o~~ Patrick Dunn, iead , 
time and on motion of ]Ir. H1ll, l1ucl ou the tabled. . antl 

A 
1
bill for tho l'l'licf of Hohert Baldwin; reacl 2n tune, 

ordered to he engrossed. R . . read 
• A llill for the relief of the heirs of .Jaw.es M. 0~0 • 
n0a time, nucl or<lcri>d to be engro~sr:tl. i . . uri'· 
P • • • ' .. d tlie1r ~ 

A bill for the protection of Tax ·c.ollectors an motion of }Ir. 
ties under the Republic; read 2ud tJllle, and?~ . 
:Pal~er, rcfened to the committee on the Judiciar~ tandl, 

A bill to relinguiah the right of the State to~ 



there.in named; read 2nd time, a.nd on Jnotjon of Hr. Hill, 
laid on the table. . . 

A bill for the relief of Wm. R. Elliot; read 2nd time, nnd 
otion of Mr. Flanagan, laid on the table. 

on The following message was received from tlrn Governor: 
EXE:OU'rIVE OFFICE, i 

Auen.:~, Texas, 7th Jnly, 1856. ~ 
Gentleme1~ of the Senau, 

and of tlie HoztSc ef Represcnt.atives: .r 
I congratulate yon on your return to the Capital, to r~umo 

the labors of your session. The extreme hent renders this an 
unfavorable season for legislation, yet I trnst that yon will be 
able speedily to perfect tho~e measures, which tho public inter· 
est demands, and return in henlth to yonr homes. 

Most of the important questions that will occupy your nt~en· 
tion, were so fully discussed in the communication 1 l1ad the 
honOl' to make at the commencement of your sesshm1 that I do 
not deem it necessary, a' this time, to do more in regard to 
them than to urge your ado,ptiou of such ns hfi\•e not been 
finally acted upon. 

One of the subjects that will claim much of :rour nttontion, 
wiU be tho H.eports of the Commissiuuers nppointed to prni1aro 
a Code, amending, snpplying, re\'iSing, dige::;ting unc1 arranging 
the laws, civil nncl.criminal, of the State. 

These Reports consist, lat, of n Code of Uh·il ProC'cdnro; 
2nd, n Cpdc of Cdminf\1 Procedure: 3rd. n Penal Codo; nnd 
4th, a Rov.ision of ou1· Statntc J,awR or' n genernl ainturo. I 
have examined nfl these Repo1·ts with much cnrc, and while I 
find sorno ol~jections to them, 1 belic\'C they aro a great i m
prove~nent upon our present vc1·y defective lnw!l, and t !tat their 
ad~pt1on, with some modifications, will oive us n bn~is upon 
which a few yenrs of experience, will ennl~c us to erect ns go~d 
asys~m of-laws as iA posscssccl by any t>tutc in tho Union. 
ti ll.iie to oo expected fltat tho Reporlt! will ~nect vith oppbsi· 
laon, for no grcnt reforms in tlrn p1 inciplcS or tl)c practice of the; 

w, haye ever been introdncc<.l iuto nny lfOUnh·y witltont en· 
cona,t\lrmg strou~ opposition fr~m a lnr"'c class wl~oi(l.re nlw~ys 
:erae to any inhonltiou~ 11/>011 estnblishcd usa~c11 and J regret 
b 6f.Y1)Ji~t a HH\,i.o1·~ty qf t 10 le.gal profession~ar~ gei1crallyjfo 
~{lllnd m that cl1i5~ 
~. tfttst, howeve~, that n majority ot the Legis1ntura will not 
~ ~b 1~~nced by any ench considerations, bnt that thep will, 
lliEl.S~t icnc~ to whnt I believe to be tbe pnl>lic senti1n.ent of 

e, gi\e ,to th()ae Raportll a caref til examination, ·.nnd 
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adopt them 'With auC'h amendments 814 ma • Appear to be-... 
ary. 

While it is tb0 general expectation tbat J'OUr time will be 
mainly occupied in the perfection of such measures 18 were 
!-ft un6niahcd at the close of thotirst part of your session, there 
11 one measure of acknowledged interest to the entire ~ 
which I consider it my duty to press upon your consideration 
This is tho adoption of somo systom for the survey and sale~ 
our public domain, which has heretofore been prevented ou 
account of the lien banging over it, for thesecnrity of oar pal>
lic debt, which is now happily extinguished. 

It occnrs to me that a system -imilar to that practiced b7 tbt 
United States, is the best that can be devised, and thatthe 
minimum price of tbeh· salo, should be established at one dol· 
Jar por acre, which is one-fifth less than the minimum price ot 
tLe United States, whose lands are gencmlly far inferior ill 
value to onra. 

Any system that may be ndoptod, should contain a provision 
(or the 11rotcction of actual settlers, by which, when any landl 
are brought into mnrk:et, t11oy should bnvo tho first. right~ 
&ako, at thoir option, a quarter or halt a section inclodmg theu 
im11rovementa1 at tho minimum price eatabliRhed by law for 
their ealo. 

Tho proceeds of tho salo of our public lauds, I think, ahou1~ 
conetitnte a fund to be hereafter 11ppropriated for purpoaes 0 

education and internal improYorncnt~. 
In connection with tho adoption of any system ~or th,::f! 

of theeo lands, a law should bo passed, limitingthetime 
which all claims upon them ehou~tl ho located and surveyed, or 
be tboroafter forever barred. . tht 

There ie much uncertainty iu regard to tho time whf Dit· 
act to fix tho salaries of the Judges of the Sapreme 18 

trict Courts takee effect. could ot 
One Judge \YU elected the day before its pasaago who .Anotbtt 

qualify, according to law, until sixty days aftcrwa~.fi r all the 
1iu been eloeted since its pasaage, and an election ° oftbe 
Jadgeeofthe Supreme Court and most of the oth~rJadgeltne.it. 
District Courta will be held on the first Monday !0 !:~3· 
It therefore becomes important to r~move ~18 tention of 
either by tho paeaage of a law de~Jarmg. the ~'if 
Llgielature on the &ubject. at th~ time 0f its heo 0onstftuti081 « 
a coone ahall be deemed cona11taot with t e 
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by tne ~age of "' l3w declaring that tho 1LCt shall take eif9ct 
iJnmed1ateJy. T · 

I indUlgt' the hope that ll tpirjt or harmony and CCJOCI 1ation 
will prevail jn a!l yJur deliberati~ns, and. I U8Ure yolt that I 
ehall most cbeerJUlly co-operate with yon m all meaenrea c&l· 
culated t<l promote tbe welfare of onrcommon constituents. 

E. ll. PEASE. 
On motion of Mr. Caldwell, that part of the mc~ge re

ferring to the public clomain, WIUI refi•rrcd to the comm1ttee on 
Public L11nd11. • 

On motion of Mr. Guinn, tbn.t part of the me88&{_(e having 
reference to to the Code. wns referred to the .Judiciary com-
mitte~. . 

On motion of Mr. Flanagan, !">()() co1>ie11 of thP .Mcsaage 
were ordered to bo printed. -

On motio11 of Mr. Taylor of CMs, the Senate adjourned un
til 8 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 

Wi:n~F.SDAY, July 9, 1856. 
The l:)cuatu wns called to order by the President, pursuant 

toad.journmcut-pmyer by tho Chn11lain-roll callell-quorum 
pre&ent. The jonm:ll of yci>tcrtlny wM read and adopted. 

Mr. Lott im.ii;e11tt·d the memorial of Alex'r. M. Morrow j re
ferred to the Committee on Pnblic IHllld~. 

Mr. Lott nl~o presented tho petition of W. W. B~neon; re
ferred to the Committee on t.110 ,Judiciary. 

Mr. Lott also presented the memorial of Yrs. Lucinda Alex
ander; referrctl to the Commit«?c on Private IALnd Claims, 
No.2. 

Mr. Guinn d'resented the petition of Pleaea.nt Pagett · re-
ferred to tho onunittee on Public Lands. ' 
~· Taylor <•f CAAt1, oft'ere<l the following resolution ~ 

to R~olved, That the Comptroller of the State be required 
furrusb to the Senate, n. statement of the &m.O\mt paid by 

~h branch of the present Legislatnrc, to thi11 <late, for print
lllg, papt•fil nud JlO!llage-Adoptcd. 
W:tr ~rmstrong iutroduce<l a bill to incorporate the :Meoball
Con:uni tute ; read lat a.nd 2nd times and referred to the 

ttoo on the Judiciary. 
lem~ laylor of C&S!I, introdu¢ed ~ bill for the relief' of Ablo
lllitte~ ot~;. read lat and 2nd times a.nd referred to the Com

ll 00• n.vato Land Claims No. 2. 
r. Gumn introduced a bill for the relief of Victor Thom&-


